Castlewood Neighborhood Focus of Revitalization Program
Harrison Township recently announced it is partnering
with the Montgomery County Land Bank in a program to
revitalize the Castlewood neighborhood. The Land Bank's
Thriving Neighborhood Initiative aims to
• Strengthen and stabilize the neighborhood
• Increase home values and market confidence in the
neighborhood
• Encourage investment by homeowners
• Improve quality of life and neighborhood pride
Land Bank will provide $250,000
This will be matched by the Township over five years.
The $500,000 investment in the neighborhood will
pay for the purchase, rehab and resale of a number of
homes, removal of dilapidated properties and other
improvements.
"This is a great opportunity to set the Castlewood
neighborhood on a new, positive course," said Township
Administrator Kris Mcclintick. "The Township will
also accelerate progress by investing in infrastructure
projects."

In Memoriam
Recent months have
seen the passing of two
long-serving Township
employees:
Fire Lieutenant Clay

Westfall, an 18-year

veteran, died at the age of
49. He was a respected
mentor for younger
firefighters, teaching
them how to handle
different situations.
Service Worker

Timothy Lynch died

at the age of 61. A
15-year veteran of the
Services Department,
he rarely missed a day
of work. He was known
for being caring and
compassionate with
everyone he encountered.
Both men are greatly
missed by the Harrison
Township family.

The Castlewood neighborhood is bordered by North Main Street to the east, Riverside
Drive to the west, East Nottingham Road to the north and Redwood Avenue to the south.

Chosen from among several candidates
The neighborhood was chosen for the diversity of its housing types and sizes, owner
occupancy of most properties, an active neighborhood association and proximity to the
Forest Park redevelopment site. More details will be announced in the coming months.
Harrison Township has enjoyed a successful relationship with the Land Bank since
2014. The agency was able to provide funds through a State program for the demolition
of 86 abandoned, tax-delinquent properties in the community over the past six years.

Volunteers 'Spread the Love'

1\vo hundred volunteers. Thirty-three properties. Eight hours. One mission.
This was the recipe for the fgurth annual Love Northridge
cleanup held on September 19. Organized by the First
Heavy Metal Church of Christ, the program promotes
neighborhood pride by removing overgrown vegetation,
debris, tires and trash from properties that have been
become eyesores. The targeted properties are identified
by Harrison Township code enforcement officers.
"In some cases, the people
living at these properties
aren't able to do the work
themselves," said Paul
Wiley, project coordinator
for First Heavy Metal
Church. "Other properties
are abandoned and have
become dumping grounds."
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Volunteers come from
across the Miami Valley,
mostly in groups from
other churches. Sometimes
neighbors come out of their
homes to help when they
see the volunteers working.
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Keep Montgomery County Beautiful provides a rent
free trailer for the event. Volunteers typically fill ten
Dumpsters over the course of the day.
"There's a joyful spirit in volunteering," Wiley said. "They
come out to spread the love."

